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pour oil on the troubled waters and to bring his subordinates to a 

sweet reasonableness. 

Eri B. Hulbert. 
The University of Chicago. 



Ein Martyrologium der christlichen Gemeinde zu Rom am 
Anfang des V. Jahrhunderts. Quellenstudien zur Ge- 
schichte der romischen Martyrer. Von August Urbain. 
( = Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchrist- 
lichen Litteralur. Neue Folge, VI, 3.) Leipzig: Hinrichs, 
1901. Pp. 266. M. 8.50. 

For the contemplated edition of Acts of the Martyrs in the series 
of the early Greek Fathers now appearing under the direction of 
the Berlin Kirchenvater Commission, it has been found useful, among 
other preliminary studies, to reproduce, as well as may be, the essen- 
tial elements of the Roman calendar in the first half of the fifth 
century. Dr. Urbain, a disciple of Professor Harnack, has undertaken 
this difficult and delicate task. The materials at his disposition were 
the Hieronymian Martyrology, the Chronographer of 354, the calen- 
dars of other communities, certain liturgical texts like the "Liber 
Comitis" and the Sacramentaries — all valuable in the absence of 
the original calendar. The Christian burial places of Rome offer 
certain subsidia for the "days" of the martyrs buried in their 
respective precincts ; so, too, does the miscellaneous literature of the 
"Passiones," "Acta," "Gesta," "Vitae," that abound after the year 
450, and some critical account of which may now be read in the work 
of Dufourcq, Les Gesta Martyrum Romains? If we add to these the 
materials furnished by the activity of local Roman archaeologists, and 
by the Bollandists, both in their Analecta and in their catalogue of 
printed Latin " legendse," we have an almost complete enumeration of 
the sources now available for the most tangled chapter in the history 
of early ecclesiastical institutions — a chapter that not even the master 
intellects of De Rossi and Duchesne felt fully able to cope with in their 
edition of the "Hieronymianum." There are some very useful pages 
in the work of Dr. Urbain: an inventory (pp. 27-77) 0I tne known 
manuscripts and printed sources for the history of the Roman saints 
(martyrs) in the first four centuries ; an alphabetical catalogue (pp. 
218-66) of all the names of Roman saints (martyrs) mentioned 
in any of the written or monumental sources; and (pp. 211-16) a 

"See this Journal, Vol. V, No. 2 (April, 1901), pp. 366, 367. 
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reproduction of what Urbain thinks was the condition of the Roman 
calendar about the time of Leo the Great (440-61). The editor 
says rightly (preface, p. iii) that whoever enters the domain of the 
"Legendae Sanctorum," even for purposes of edification, runs the 
risk of soon floundering in a perilous morass. The volume of the 
materials is positively astounding, were it only for their endless shad- 
ings in point of age, authenticity, integrity, and the like. Curiously 
enough, it is always to such forlorn hopes that are attracted the masters 
of erudition and criticism. Nitimur in vetitum cupimusque negata. A 
Mommsen must catch the last faint echoes of the imperial period, 
a Duchesne must imprison the fluid and receptive text of the earliest 
papal history, and a Harnack must uncover the first faint pulsations of 
the life of the " Grosskirche," whether in belief or discipline. Doubt- 
less, great good will come of it all ; but synthetic minds await 
impatiently, if not the end, at least a halt in all this splintering analysis. 

Thomas J. Shahan. 
Catholic University of America. 

Short Lives of the Dominican Saints. By a sister of the 
Congregation of St. Catharine of Siena. Edited, with 
introduction, by the Very Rev. Father Proctor. New 
York, Cincinnati, Chicago: Benziger Bros., 1901. Pp. 
xxiii + 352. gi.75, net. 

"This book is an album of Dominican pictures," which are pro- 
nounced by Father Proctor to be " lifelike, faithful, and true." 

More than one hundred saints are described, from one to three or 
four pages being devoted to each subject. Nearly all the saints were 
extraordinary characters — workers of miracles and recipients of mar- 
velous heavenly visions and revelations. For example, it is gravely 
stated that angels were often seen present when the blessed Ambrose 
Sansedonia celebrated mass. "Often, when he preached, his body was 
miraculously raised from the ground and his head was seen surrounded 
by a circle, not of glory, but of birds of various and brilliant plumage." 
As wonderful incidents are to be found on almost every page of this 
book of miracles. 

To our mind the most profitable part of the volume is the intro- 
duction, because it lays stress on a fact, the significance of which is 
not realized by Protestants. 

Father Proctor commends this volume because it sets forth Chris- 
tianity, not in the abstract, but in the concrete. He says : 



